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Upcoming Branch Events, Deadlines 
 
DATE EVENT 
Jan 12 Branch Brunch meeting, 9:30 am at 

Donna’s 
Jan 13 Recital forms due to Meg 
Jan 15 CM database CLOSES for entering 

repertoire  
Jan 15 Deadline to submit Composers Today 

manuscripts for evaluation 
Jan 22 Monthly recital at Valley Baptist 
Jan 27 Winter Festival forms, fees due to 

Alicia 
Jan 28 CCBF in Fresno all day 
Jan 29 MSSL, AMSL location tbd 
Feb 9 Branch meeting – Presentation on 

Performance Strategies, by Ellen 
Lohneiss 

Feb 11 Winter Festival at Valley Baptist 
Feb 17 Recital forms due to Helen 

Rummelsburg for the 2/26 recitals 
Mar 18 Certificate of Merit Day 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Getting in the mood for Christmas practicing, a student 
of Dorothy’s. 
 
 

CM Note From Marilyn 
 
Get your CM repertoire entered now! 
(Editor’s paraphrase   J  ) 
 
 
 
 

 

MTAC  Kern 
Branch  
Musical Notes January 2017 
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Alicia with her harp student 
 

 
 
 

Prepared Piano Policy for 
Convention Pianos 
To keep our convention pianos in good working 
condition for the duration of the convention, teachers and 
artists are asked to refrain from selecting pieces for 
“prepared piano” for performance at the convention. 
 
Specifically, works using any foreign object in 
the pianos or to strum, pluck or vibrate on the strings. 
Some limited use the hands inside the piano is allowed 
with certain restrictions. Our pianos this year are being 
graciously provided by Steinway & Sons for our 
exclusive use. Please read the following paragraph to 
make sure our students are in compliance with the 
guidelines: 
 
“Hand-muting, string tapping, strumming or the 
plucking of the piano strings is allowed, as long as 
only the performer’s hands or fingers are used for 
these effects and the essential integrity and tuning 
of the piano is not affected. Not allowed is the 
insertion in the piano or on the strings of metallic 
objects, stones, paper or any other foreign object, 
intentional de-tuning of the strings or the excessive 
pounding of chord clusters, which has the danger of 
de-tuning the piano for following performers.” 
 

 

 

Christmas Concert, Meg Wise at the organ and the 
piano. 
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Monthly Recital 
 

 

December recital, Alma’s group 

 
 

 
 
Barnes & Noble Recital 

 

January Branch Meeting 
 
Our first meeting of the new year will be a brunch at 
Donna's house Thursday morning, the 12th of 
January.  Andrea will send out an email in a day or 
two for sign-ups for food. 
 
 

Composers Today 
The deadline to submit compositions for Composers 
Today Evaluation is January 15.  The forms are online. 
Categories are pre-CM (category 0) to Advanced 
(category 4), and Teacher Composers (categories 5–
6). Online registration ends January 15.  You can access 
this through your Teacher Home Page.  Scores can be 
submitted as a pdf or doc file.  Recordings in mp3 or wav 
format are accepted.  Registration fees are non-
refundable. 
 
 
Your Homework for February’s branch 
meeting  
 
Presentation by Ellen Lohneiss 
Strategies for Optimal Performance using the Acoustic 
Toolbox™ 
 
I will be sharing some methods and strategies on how to 
reproduce your best performance, with everyone who 
attends the meeting.  These methods are the result of a 
lifelong passion of exploration and discovery on the 
“how did I do that ???!!!” question, drawn from multiple 
areas of discipline and study, including high-level 
athletics, Qi Gong, meditation, famous performers’ 
advice, paraliminals, Aikido, and a lot of personal 
experience.  Our session will be experiential, practical, 
and thoughtful.  Students are most welcome, especially 
those with the important Certificate of Merit exam 
looming ahead.  Everyone can benefit from these 
strategies.  It is my hope that there will be at least one 
tool that will resonate with each person – you’ll know it 
when you experience it! 
 
So, your homework to bring to the meeting is to think 
about the absolute most magical and incredible 
performance of your life:  how did you feel, how did you 
prepare, what were you sensing, on every level, before, 
during, after.  And then to contrast, think of your worst 
experience, or perhaps your ongoing performance 
challenges and those of your students:  suddenly the 
keyboard is totally unfamiliar?  right foot shaking 
uncontrollably  (ok, not so bad – the hands still work); 
head is burning up, hands are so cold! What key is this 
thing in … ; …  haven’t practiced enough; environmental 
challenges;, and the list goes on.  Write yours down if 
you like.   
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There will be a handout and a resource bibliography at 
the meeting, with a little more info coming in the Feb 
newsletter.  I’m really looking forward to seeing you all 
there, and especially some students.  Oh and did I 
mention, I WILL be asking for volunteers!  Now that 
should make you nervous, yes?  and give me something 
to work with J 
 

 
Ellen Lohneiss 
 
 
 

 
 

www.mtacKern.squarespace.com 
      That’s our branch website – go check it out!! 
 

 
 

Christmas Luncheon 
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Next Month’s Newsletter 
 

When sending articles, info, photos in for the Newsletter, 
send them via email to  Ellen, at  

elohneiss@sbcglobal.net 

Photos can be sent several per email, no need to send 
each photo in a separate email.  Captions are good! 
Please remember to reduce the resolution of each photo 
before sending. You can send emails right up until the 
end of the month, but if it’s a time-critical submission, 
you’ll want to send it a few days before.  Call Ellen 
Lohneiss if you have questions  (559) 853-4100 or (310) 
968-1773. 

 

 

 


