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Upcoming Branch Events, Deadlines 
 
DATE EVENT 
July 31 Deadline to pay your MTAC state and 

branch dues 
Sept 2 Saturday – 9:30 a.m. will be our first 

meeting of the new school year, 
location tbd 

Sept 7 or 
14th 
(TBC!) 

Thursday -- First Regular Branch 
meeting at Calif Keys.  Agenda:  
Required CM training session. 
Location TBD 

 

Honoring Helen Rummelsberg 
 
At the May luncheon we honored Helen for her 30  years 
as an active and very valuable member of Kern Branch. 

She will be relocating to Santa Barbara near her 
daughter.  We will miss you, Helen! 
 

 

 Helen Rummelsberg 
 
 

Complete Works Winners 
 
The winners from our Branch Bach Festival were chosen 
to perform at the Regional Bach Festival in May, held 
this year in Santa Barbara.  Seven of those who were 
chosen at Regional as winners will go on to play in the 
Fall in the Complete Works Audition.  Each will perform 
their winning piece along with a second piece specified 
on the Complete Works List for 2017. 
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Bonnie Farrer, Liz Cervantes and Natalya Rufino had 
winning students. 
 
These students are going to Complete Works: 

• Irene Han  
• Kelsey Jian 
• Anna Jian 
• April Park 
• Claire Park 
• Daniella Park 
• Evan Taw  

 
These two students were also winners but not going to 
Complete Works: 

• Aiden Park 
• Faith Haney 

 
Congratulations to all our talented students and Teachers! 
 
 
 
 

Showcase & Awards Recital  
 

 
 
 
From left to right:  William Ball (Showcase Student who 
will play at the MTAC Convention); Honors students with 
envelopes:  Medha Panchal, Gus Phillips, Ashanti Law, 
Gwyn Phillips, Sofia Truong, Coral Rose Chapman, 
Kaitlyn Bertiz, Jared Tan, Hannah Agatep, and 
Samantha Truong. 
 
Honors Students not able to attend were:  Thalia 
Nguyen, Titus Nguyen, and Daniel Yuan. 
  

 
 

AMSL Reflections 
“Piano Recital”, by Darlene Stotler  
(adult student of Dorothy Burgess) 
 
It has often been said that a person's interests or 
habits can best be measured by what that person 
does on a Sunday afternoon at four. If this be the 
case, then for about 10 adults, their interests reside 
in that magical realm of music -- more specifically -- 
piano music.  
 
On a recent spectacular May Sunday, Deborah 
Nystrom opened her uber-cool, post-modern  
Westchester home to a group of adults whose 
musical levels span a range as wide as an 88-note 
keyboard .  
 
From biblical compositions a la Psalms 23 to a 
frenetic and later bucolic Bartok piece that 
transported listeners to a remote European village, 
each recital participant did his or her best -- to the 
point where no "best-recovery" awards were 
necessary.  Yes, you could feel the tension before 
many of the pianists played; however -- and here’s 
the best part -- you also could sense the elation as 
each person rose up from the bench of the 
Nystrom’s gorgeous grand piano and returned to his 
or her seat with that unmistakable feeling of 
satisfaction of a job well done.  
 
After the music came a scrumptious potluck dinner 
featuring pasta salad, ham, and an ever-so-fluffy 
lemon pudding.  Teachers and students gathered 
either inside or on the patio and talked about music 
and the reasons that they love playing the piano.   
 
The composition of camaraderie and laughter 
echoed and bounced off the glass paneled walls 
and on up to the exposed wood-beamed ceiling.  
Good music.  Good food.  Good friends.  With an 
afternoon this idyllic, who wouldn’t want to spend a 
Sunday at four like this?    
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MTAC Dues are Due! 
 
Deadline to pay State and Branch  membership dues is 
July 31st.  If you miss the deadline, you will not be able 
to participate in the 2018 Certificate of Merit. 
 
 

Next Year’s Officers 
 

 
Thank you for serving our Branch!! 
Alicia, Jayne, Natalya, Dorothy and Alix  
 
 

Donating Musical Instruments 
by Lee Cole 
 
Sometime early in 2016, MTAC member Donna 
Calanchini had a chance meeting with a new young 
social worker, Teri Abshier, at the California Keyboards 
store.  Teri told her that because she had enjoyed band 
and orchestra so much in school, she wanted to start 
some kind of music program for the foster children in her 
care.  Teri works for the Jamison Emergency Children's 
Center -- where the Police and Fire Departments take 
children who are in danger or who are being neglected.  
But Teri had no budget, no books, and no instruments -- 
only an empty room she would be allowed to use. 
  
Still, Teri had her old flute and guitar, which she shared 
with the kids.  With her own money she bought a dozen 
plastic recorders during the "Black Friday" Thanksgiving 
Sale at the music store.  Donna, being a past President 
and current Secretary of the Kern Branch, appreciates the 
therapeutic value of music.  She also thought it would be 

comforting to the foster children to have contact with 
music during and after their stay at the shelter. (Donna is 
very familiar with the Jamison Center; in 2009 she 
started a year-round program for MTAC music students 
to donate new and used clothing, toys, and books to those 
awaiting foster homes. Later she added collecting 
"travel" or "sample-size" personal care items to be put 
into individual bags.)  
 
Donna called in Lee Cole, the Branch Donations Chair, 
to help. Soon California Keyboards music store 
technicians were volunteering their time to restore Teri's 
old flute and all the many donated instruments that were 
to follow.    
 
The first instrument to be donated was a mandolin from 
Debra, a former student of member Bonnie Farrar.  She 
said "Bonnie taught me and now I have taught hundreds 
of little beginners".  The mandolin was tarnished with 
rusted strings, which happens over time.  But the silver 
and wood polished up beautifully and the shiny 
replacement strings made it look brand new.  Actually, it 
was still brand new  
-- it was never played so the frets were not worn at all.    
 
Next, retiring member Helen Rummelsburg donated her 
rare instruments she had brought from Europe and the 
Middle East.  Lee Cole arranged for a private collector to 
take the beautiful zither in trade for a new guitar.  Other 
Middle Eastern stringed instruments went to Cal State 
University Bakersfield for display.  California Keyboards 
next donated a violin and guitar from their warehouse.  
More guitars and violins followed from other people, 
along with a toy drum set and several small digital 
keyboards.  
   
The first brass instrument came in (accompanied by a 
guitar); it was a beautiful nickel/silver slide trombone 
with an "F" trigger key.  After some new springs and 
having the tarnish polished off, it had a "mirror" finish.  
These instruments came from member John Calanchini.  
 
Next, by far the largest donation came in from the 
original founder of California Keyboards, Beverly Wade.  
She had started at several other locations and was one of 
the first to introduce Yamaha digital keyboards to 
California.  She gave the foster children dozens of large 
boxes of new music books, rhythm instruments, and 
musical gadgets.  She also gave a huge green chalkboard 
with the grand staff silk-screened on it, with magnetic 
musical notes to apply, on an adjustable stand. 
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Beverly donated her entire private studio in memory of 
her late husband, who raised sixty successful foster 
children during his public service career.    
 
At the present time, new social worker Teri Abshier has 
an ever-growing supply of instruments and boxes and 
boxes of piano, band and orchestra books -- enough 
books so that the children can take some with them as 
they go out into their new foster homes.  Soon there may 
be enough instruments to go out with the kids as well.  
On the wish list are percussion practice pads and drum 
sticks, a trumpet, a clarinet, and more.    
 
NOTE:  Because the children's custody court dates are 
still pending, and because they are minors, their 
identities are kept confidential.  Also, there are 
behavioral emergencies to deal with that require 
training.  Therefore volunteer music teachers are not 
allowed into the area where the children live nor can 
they be seen or photographed (as a privacy issue).  
    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Theory Can Be Fun! 
By Dorothy Burgess 
 
This is one of my theory classes studying the spelling of 
Major chords.   
 
Each student matches the root of a chord (written on one 
half of a plastic egg) with the 3rd and 5th of that chord 
(written on the other half of an egg).  When the class 
agrees the two halves are matched correctly, the whole 
egg goes into the large transparent egg bottom.  At the 
end of the class, the transparent top of the big egg is 
snapped onto the bottom half, waiting for another group 
of students.   
 
The next week they will use the dry erase pen to change 
the Major chord to minor. 
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 The Egg Project  (Theory game) 
 
 
Student Life Accomplishments 
 
Marilyn’s former student Jacob Cortez was awarded the 
Carol Rodgers Scholarship four years ago.  He just 
graduated in May from California State University 
Stanislaus with a Bachelor of Music in Music Education 
-- Instrumental -- with an emphasis in Piano.  We are all 
so proud of our students long after they graduate from 
our studios! 
 
 

Sad News -- Bob Clatterbuck 
 
Our long-time member, Bob Clatterbuck passed away 
May 15 at the age of 82.  Bob was a master at 
improvisation and modulations, a prolific composer, and 
a dedicated teacher.  His Memorial Service will be 
Saturday, June 3, 11:00 am, at Riverlakes Community 
Church with a luncheon following.  His former student, 
Ryan Ramming, will play for the service.  In addition, 
the video of Bob playing "It is Well With My Soul" will 
probably be played.  (Below is a screen shot from the 
video).  
 
Our Branch will be sending a nice plant for the service 
with a ribbon with "MTAC" on it.  Keep his wife, Pat, 
and their two sons in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 
 
 

Next Month’s Newsletter 
 

When sending articles, info, photos in for the Newsletter, 
send them via email to Ellen, at  

elohneiss@sbcglobal.net 

Photos can be sent several per email, no need to send 
each photo in a separate email.  Captions are good! 
Please remember to reduce the resolution of each photo 
before sending. You can send emails right up until the 
end of the month, but if it’s a time-critical submission, 
you’ll want to send it a few days before.  Call Ellen 
Lohneiss if you have questions  (559) 853-4100 or (310) 
968-1773. 

Thank you so much to all our photographers who always 
contribute such great photos to this newsletter! 
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mtacKern.com 
      That’s our branch website – go check it out!! 
 

 


